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Abstract

This paper aims at exploring the effectiveness of utilizing fictional material for enhancing the
communicative competence of graduate students. In the opinion of the writers, the study of stories
and novels can play a vital role in developing the productive skills of students, namely speaking and
writing. In the world of fiction, one can find a full range and variety of discourse elements that are
displayed with vivid examples. The study of the novel not only enriches the acquisition of language
skills but also widens the scope of human experience. The authors of this paper opine that
appropriate fictional material can be exploited by the teacher in the classroom. Such materials that
are well—chosen can arouse the curiosity of the learners who may empathize with the predicament of
the protagonists of the story. In fact, most of the characters that we read about in stories are very
much like us. To elucidate this point, the authors have chosen the American writer John Gardner’s
novel, namely “The Resurrection”. A good understanding of this novel shows that reading a text
critically can pave the way for developing scholastic skills among students. A well—told story is * his
story or her story ” and a history of the protagonists set in a particular place and particular time. As
a fine work of fiction, it can help students to acquire a variety of skills. For example, one can
improve vocabulary, write critical essays and discuss the moral and ethical issues. It can make
students use a higher order of creative thinking skills as they read and analyze literary texts
critically. Ultimately, it would provide ample opportunities for the student community to appreciate a
work of art. A work of art is not just a tale printed on sheets of paper. It represents an age and the
spirit of the times. It vibrates with life in which the characters are pitted against one another or set
against a hostile world or environment. It serves not only as a stored honey of the human soul but
also as a foreground for refining linguistic skills that are the need of the hour. The authors feel that,
in a world torn by conflicts and hatred, the teaching of appropriate literary texts, embedded with
human values like sympathy and understanding, can help to transform the youth by choosing the
righteous path and live happily in this world.
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INTRODUCTION

The current paper aims to explore the effectiveness of utilizing a fiction in enhaoammgunicative
competence ifEnglish languageA large number of spedglists advocate the idea that literature plays

an essential role in promoting communicative competence and enhancing critical thinking skills on
the part of the English Language learners. Using literature can therefore provide pedagogic tool
ensuring learers linguistic development. The study of literature not only supports and enriches the
study of language but also helps the student to think in this language.

The novel plays a vital role in developing and enhancing the language Iskillés regard Hust
states:

In the novel the fullange and variety of the English language is displayed, with complete examples
of writing skills in action (for example the sequencing of ideas. A rich contest for grammar and
lexical items is provided, as well as a largsource of prompts for work (198®:60).

When the students aneterestedn reading about a given topic, they are more self motivated to read
and fulfill that curiosity.Studentsexpand their vocabulari@s areas thaare usedn day to day life
Utilizingl i t erary texts can be seen asinvacabmayand o f
reading, as well as enriching cultural knowledge.

The Curriculum Design stimulates the studentsrtternalize the material better and retain it londéer.
provides them with material as what to write in a logical manner. It provides more opportunities

to promote cultural acceptance and understanding among the students when they read about people
and places all over the worldlltimately, giving the students plenty of practice reading fiction

prepares them for their futures.

Peoplefollow the favorite charaters through adventure aftadventure. They imagine themselves in

a different setting, perhaps a different world wisesriestake them to imaginary places or locations
across the globe. Since readers get so much entertainment value from reading fictional pieces, they
may be the automatic choice in the English Language Learning classroom. For those of us, though,
who have realied the great benefifgction has to offer maythink twice before choosing fiction over
nonfiction. If pe@le are thinking about usirfgction for teaching Englistanguagethere aréenefits

of using italsa As far as utilizing novels faieachingourposes is concerngd

Chenfeld(1978)shows the importance of the literature by maintaining that:

Through literature we learn about ourselvether peoples other places and other
times. We dip into the wisdom of accumulated human knowledge amersights

into human situations and social and historical events. Through literature we
discover what is possible in human experience and imagination, and our own lives
in richness and dep(ip-211).
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http://busyteacher.org/11858-clear-precise-language-10-tips-teachers-students.html
http://busyteacher.org/7798-storytelling-teacher-tested-ideas.html

1. Interest

No matter of what age the English students are, fiction offers topics a tie into their personal
interests. Younger children are naturally drawn to information @ttenimals cars and other topics
while older students are fascinated w#bhnologyand music Whether younger or older, the
students caffind fiction material to satisfy their curiosity and interestheir favorite topics. When
the students ee interested in reading abougeen topic, they are more satfotivated to read and
fulfill that curiosity, and wecan watch as their literacgvels rise as they do! Usirligtional texts in
the classroom ties into these personal interests and may spaek new passions in some of the
students.

A countrycemetery irupstate New YorkSpring. The sky vey blue, clouds very white. ... One of the
makers is newer than the rest and has a green metal flowens front of it, and in the flower box,
blue flowers.The name on thearker, Jame€h and | er , me @heResurrectiomagl). e

The novel opens with its prologue including the above mentioned words. There is no second opinion
that these lines captes the interest of the reader .Usually a novel begins in a room of a room or with
some other event that presents life in its realistic mode. Here it is a shockingtliattdrenovel

begins in acemetery witha death of person, whidrises thanterest of the eaders to be acquainted

with died person and the other distinct and vivid characters.

2. Vocabulary items

Many students unintentionally limit their vocabulary bank to words used in conversational

settings. By using fiction forlanguage teachinghe students wil expand their vocabulariés areas

that do not necessarily come up in everyday conversdtation will challenge thestudents, but it

will also give them a broader vocabulary base, especially texts from the fields of science and social
studies.

Synonyms

1. Void —in valid (p-50) 6. Huddle—cluster(p-50)

2. Obscenevulgar(p-50) 7. Baffled— puzzled(p-54

3. Errand- duty (p-50) 8. Shruggednodded (g54)

4. startledworried (p-50) 9. Squintedlooked sidevays (p54)
5. obscuregtovered (p50) 10. Sighed-exhale noisily(p-56)

The above cited words expand the vocabulary of the students that may be applied inttheddsy
life and communication.
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3. Reading

Readirg and breaking down fiction text will give tlstudents a model to lfow asthey write their

own fiction essays, m@orts and compositions. When a fiction is taught in the class care should be
taken to look at the organization of the events in the fiction and poirftowthe author has placed

his information. The students may bkeallenged to employ the same model when they write own
pieces.

The below given paragraph extractedrom novelThe Resurrection. It can be utilized as the material for reading
comprehension.

Read the given passage and answer the questions.

Chandler had always had dreams from tbméime .They were oftenn beautifulcolor and so vivid

thathe could remember them for daydmost invariablyhe saw himself in his dreamas heroic: He

was always discovering and ingeniously interpretingepess old documents long believed to be

lost ; sometimes he discovered the secrets of the universe and lecturad cmeéring thousands in

what seemed ,when he recollected it later, a kind of pidgin Greek; or sometimes after at a trip to
the movies, he dreamed of chasing thieves across city rodftepenjoyed his dreams, both at the
time hedreamt themand aftewards It amused himthough it not in the least surprise hthmat a

man like himself, outwardly reserved, timid, scholarly should have in his heart such grandiose
desires(p38-39).

1. What is the color of Chandler’s dreams?

Ch a n d kaans were ofteh iveautiful color

2. How long did he remember the dreams?

Chandleremembered ttereams for days.

3. What did he see in his dreams?

He saw himself in his dreams.

4. How did he feel about his dreams?
He enjoyed his dreams both at the time he dreamt them and afterwards.
4. Writing Material

Not only reading fiction helps the students know how to write, it also gives them ideas of what to

write about as well. When students are encouragedptosue andesearctihe topics that interest
them, they will have more information to draw on whbay write their owrfiction pieces. The
studentshave tobe exposed as how the author as recorded the further composition and encourage
them to follow these points when they write any composition.
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The below given passage is extracted from the ndtelResurrection of John Gardner.

Both chandler and his wife knew the truth about sphinxes, and neittregnofwason their side. But

Marie was one of those people who are forever hoping that perhaps the game can be played not by
wits but byintuition, whichis to say, one of those bedutiand good artistic people who fight
courageously on the side of mankind and always get eaten in the end. Vilbat ishé&new it. She
frequently presented theories on why she loved her huskhaedries to be found in any decent
popular short story othe subject of material fidelity: that he was a good, gentle man; that he wanted

“Thkei nd of l'ife she wanted?”, yard lchaldren, iFsdayvdniag s a me
entertainment; that he was good
(p-10D).

This passage can be offered agréten material to the students. They can be asked to write summary
of the given passagmd asked to give an appropriate title to it.

5. Understand kinds of sentences

Literature offers a bountiful and extremely varied body of written materihle sense that it touches
fundamental human issues. Concerned with promoting the writing skills, the literature serves as a
model whether or controlled. Used mostly in the beginning level writing, they entail the rewriting of
passages in various arbityavays, depending on the structure or grammar being studied

It is well known fact there are four typessentencesThey are afollows:

The assertive sentences are whassert somethingexamples othese typesan bedrawn fromthe
fictional dialogtes.

Eg.
1.*“You are the -wiog(-®3).s best baby
2“Bhm not a | awye@pl4dsyf t he uvusual sort?”
3.4 am incapable of | ove” (148).
4. Art i s ald®.nement ” (p
A question can be askedwoite any4 assertive sdences statenh the fiction
The Resurrection.
The interrogative sentences are the questions asked.
Examples from the fictioithe Resurrection:
1.*“Bwhy keep ®&5 going?” (

2. "What do they f1I9nd to do i n Batavia?” (p
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3. “"Why are ylO)u smiling?” ( p

4.“ Wh ard theydoing?Daddy,Susan asked.{f6)

5. “Chandl er * Wmiayopwrdarmad? uptl vy,
“James” the b#63) said simply. (P

A question can be asked to write the interrogative sentences stated by the protagonist in the fiction
The Resurrection.

The exclamatory sentences isne which expresses our deep feelings and emotions usually starting
with what a andhow. lllustrations from the novel:

1. “Hi s rmovitwhaearlittislady otir, Karen has become”!(p-20)
A questionmayaskedo write five sentences on their own.
6. Social insights

Reading fiction eliminates thecultural barrietthat is placed between internationalsnd main
charactersWhen fiction usedin the classroom the studentsmay also develop a more global
perspective on their lives and the lives of thHeilow students. Likewise, theeachershave more
opportunities to promote cultural accepta and understandiregnong thestudents when thesead
abou people and places all over the world.

She fixed children Coe&ola and jelly-and —peanuts-butter sandwiches, knowing that that was
what all children liked they probably never got it expect on special occasions. In the refrigerator she
found mint and cbcolate imitations iceream and scooped it out on thy dishes she could find

flat, chippedkitchenplates withpainted flowerson themfrom the cupboard above the sifk82).

The passage focuses on the feodtomthe Americans cherigldl Thereader or the student may not

be familiar with the worddike CocaCola, jelly, peanuts &butter sandwiches. The author also
proceeddo state thathese were the special items that the children took pleasa@engsuming but

they were offered onlyn specal occasion. The student becomes accustomed with these words and
the social insight of the country of the novel he reads in general here America in particular.

7. Interpret human situations

Many fiction books include photographs to illustrate the authors’ points. Photographsan be a

great aid to your students as they strive to understand English text. Photos offer more detail and a
clearer depiction of # world around us than ddlustrations When they are able to refer to
photographs, your students will increase their comprehension level and make connethierredb

world they see around thenThe narrative is one of the two modes of our thinking. Whilst
communicating with others, regardless of culture and backgroundamtkescribean incident as a

way of explaining thoughts or a part of an argumént. .. (litérdture)can interpret the imaginative
basic human situations, man’'s suff eriFogear, of [
1965:21819).
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“He knew to the moment how much longertta live ( p-224)

The above giverines can be asked to interpret by the students. They may be asked to write a
paragraplon whatthe author intends to say in these lines on life and death.

Therefore, the student also educates himself to interpret human situation froovehevhich in turn
enhances his higher order learning and writing skills of a language.

8. promotes cultural acceptance

1. “She caught him to her and hugged him for a long moment, weeping inwardly, then released
him and smiled with tight lips.” (p-20).

The given words above may appear to be an emotional scene between a husband and wife. To
the surprise of all it is a scene between a 60 years old mother and 40 years son. James Chandler
after discovering that he is counting his days he moves to stay with his mother at Batavia, his
home town. The scene describes the meeting between Chandler and his mother. Chandler’s
mother is nearly blind and hugs him for a long moment and weeps for a long moment that he
would not live long. After some time she releases him smiles without happiness. Such prospects
are not familiar to students of our country or to the students of the country where such aspects
do not prevail. Reading such fictions or passages promotes the students to educate themselves
regarding the culture that goes hand- in -hand with the language learning.

2. “I love you, Miss Chandler, he said all at once, surprisingly. It struck him that, simple as it
was something he had not said for a long time (p-69).

Anybody reading these sentences at the outset would have the impression that it is confession of
love of one of the characters in the novel. On the contrary, it is the affection of a father towards
his daughter that is expressed in these lines. It throws light on the American culture of the
parents confessing their affection through these words which is not familiar to an Indian
reader. When the student reads such books it promotes him to accept such cultural aspects and
makes him a more refined and responsible person towards his family.

3. “Carry me,” the two year —old commanded. (p-69).
“No this time you walk”, Chandler said.

In the given words the two year old child commands her father to carry her as they have to
walk a long distance to home. This throws light on the universal culture. What ever may be the
nation or the people or the culture, people are always human beings and children are children
everywhere. Even in India we can see very small children of age ranging from 2-5 very daringly
commanding their parents to carry them. We can see the same being reflected in American
culture also.
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9. Higher Order of Learning

More and more, younger students are expected to go beyond the simple reporting of facts and

use critical thinking to analyze what they read. Studentswho readfiction will use higher order
thinking skills as they read and analyextsand that will help becombetter learnerdf students
take standardized tests, thegn also be confident that those students who can think critically will
perform better on standardized tests.

1 ... self |l ove, the greatest power in the wunive
power to find, despite overwhelming argungrsome thing in himto lovepfl 1 5) 7 .

The above given lines are extracted from the ficlibe Resurrection. It speaks about the power of
love and the strength it provides to the man to precede further with the life packed with pains,
struggles and $ierings.

2“Every smile would be agony, every gift to th
(p-114).

The above given lines throws light on the difficulty of the poor man to just make a smile. It creates
such an immense pain in his heart to smiteen he really is not happy to smile. On the contrary,
when he is gifted he experiences such a feeling that a piece of his own heart has been returned to him.

3*The striking feature of human adaptabili(ty i
p-117).

The above extracted lines emphasize the fact how human beings adapt themselves to their own
mistakes. They repeat doing it as a usual happening without accepting the fact thatethey
committingmistakes and gradually get adapted to it. Wheaythealize their mistalsat is too late for

them.

4.“Li fe can bd20).esurrected” (p

The above line taken from the noviéle Resurrection asserts that life can be resurrected that is, a
man can be reborn again.

All the above extracted passages friti@ does not teach the student merely language dtanaekes

him think in a higher order. It provides the students the platform to reflect on human aspects like
power of love, smile, and the nature of committiegeatednistakes. It also makes him d@ige out

that life can be resurrected by adapting oneself to love, smile and affirm to be resurrected.

10. Prepares them for their future

Ultimately, giving the students plenty of practice reading fiction prepares them for their
futures. Whether onhe jobor in the classroom, thr&udents will be better prepared for the reading
requirements of adulthood when ytere well versed at reading fiction in ttlassroom.
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1" H(eChandler)had come here to be with his mother and his family, to squeeze out theecete
his hours hEOhad Il eft ; ..(p

The abovdines stateahat Chandlehas come to stay with mother and famHe is counting his days.
The impending death may conquer him at any time. Before that he twaline the left out life
without wastinga second of it with his family. He wantsItee every moment and do evéning he
wishes before time fades away. Obvioysly is preparin@pimself forhis future.

2. “"What can | do for you Viol a223). he asked the

In the d@ove mentioned lines JamE&handler whas at the threshold of the death asks 16eyears
girl, Viola (daughter of his mother’s friends’
would be happy now and even after his death. It is clear ¢hat preparing the girl also to begin a

life afresh without him in future. It is the dying man who is preparing himself for the fahde

others attached to hinthis apparenthstimulates the readén prepargahemselves for the future and

act accordingf.

11. CONCLUSION

Last but not least, the teaching of literature can help students to go beyond immediate information,
improve their ability, enrich their judgment and choice of readamg, changeheir thinking about

the world in general and society imrticular. To end up with the vigwints mentioned above
highlight the essenti al role that l'iterary te
relation to enhancing language skills and elements, promoting critical thinking, shapitaditynen

and enriching knowledge for lifeng learning.
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