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Abstract 

This paper highlights the need to incorporate literature into the teaching of English language, especially in 

relation to the language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It highlights the relevance of 

literature and literature genres to English teaching and learning. It also discusses the benefits that students 

could derive by paying attention to literature genres, (drama, prose, and poetry), in the English language 

classroom. In this era of swift industrialization and technological enlargement, language has fashioned the 

premise of progress, of survival, of career advancement, of communication. Literature in a language 

classroom provides enough space for the learners to comment, justify and mirror themselves. Teaching 

English language through literature has become the fashionable phenomenon and it is particularly a good 

source for developing students ‘abilities to infer meaning and to make interpretations. . Literature is 

undoubtedly one of the main resources used as an effective means of language teaching. Particularly, 

literature was regarded as the most important part of foreign or second language teaching. Literature will 

increase all language skills because it will extend linguistic knowledge by giving evidence of extensive and 

subtle vocabulary usage. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Literature is, first of all, to be skilled, to be enjoyed, to be prized, and to be treasured. Each reader, in 

the process of experiencing a literary work, both brings meaning to and takes meaning from that 

work. The role of literature in the language classroom was interrogated during the period 1960 – 

1980. Literature is undoubtly one of the main resources used as an effective means of language 

teaching. Teaching English through literature has become the fashionable phenomenon. 

Literature plays an important role in teaching four skills like Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing. Literature in the language classroom as it provides valuable authentic material develops 

personal involvement and help contribute to readers’ cultural as well as language enrichment.  

Teaching language through literature help teachers first to explain them with language use to develop 

their own competence and understand language as a social phenomenon, and not as an exclusive 

branch of learning. And another thing is that it transforms the classrooms as the stage in which there 

is real practice of communicative language. It also helps teachers to consider language as entailing 

social acceptability in other words; they can look to classroom language as carrying resemblance 

with the outside language. And As a result, this would raise communication to the level of a social 

responsibility. It is important that the learners develop their linguistic competence by learning how to 

express meanings in English, but also that they develop their communicative competence, that will 

allow them to transmit messages, to use the language to interact, to communicate with other people, 

which is, in the end, the basic function of language. 

 

WHAT IS LITERATURE? 

Literature is like umbrella term giving information. Therefore literature, for being interested in every 

kinds of written and spoken business, can be termed as expressing a specific subject e.g. literature for 

construction, literature for medicine, literature for child raising, literature for construction, literature 

for medicine, texts may express the author‘s style. Literature from the Language Teaching point of 

view is that the literature is the use of language effectively in suitablefor the contexts of the events. 

 

USES OF LITERATURE IN LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 

The purpose of using literature in a language classroom is to make the classroom interactive and it 

can be stated that an interactive class can obviously improve communicative competence of the 

learners and keep a lasting impact on their mind. Such a class can enhance the critical thinking  
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abilities of the learners and at the same time maintain a learner centre environment. Literary texts are 

a rich source of classroom activities and can surely prove to be very motivating for learners. No 

wonder the use of literary pieces play a significant role in English Language Teaching. Literature 

opens a new world to the students. It cultivates the critical abilities of the students.  

The use of literature is to focus on the positive contributions of a literary text as it exposes the learner 

to different registers, types of language use. An attractive and enjoyable short story that conveys our 

feeling or emotion can touch the learners’ heart instantly. Consequently, the language class becomes 

not only exciting but also it reciprocates with impulsiveness and interest.. Such learning drives away 

the monotony of traditional language classes. Thus, it gives the teacher an opportunity to open a 

broad context of language use for the students. 

 

Literature helps students to do the following 

¶ Acquire a native-like competence in English; 

¶ Express their ideas in good English; 

¶ Learn the features of modern English;  

¶ Learn how the English linguistic system is used for communication; 

¶ See how idiomatic expressions are used; 

¶ Speak clearly, precisely and concisely; 

¶ Become more proficient in English; and 

¶ Become creative, critical, and analytical learners. 

 

IMPORTANCE OF USING LITERARY TEXTS IN LANGUAGE TEACHING 

Literature provides authentic material. The learners are exposed to actual language samples from real 

life and literature acts as a beneficial complement to such materials. Literature helps students to 

develop interpretative abilities. Literature is a particularly good source for developing students’ 

abilities to infer meaning and to make interpretations. Literature enables students to get familiar with 

universal issues and thereby motivates them into reading. Though the world of literature is a created 

one; it depicts contextually vivid characters from varied social backgrounds. A reader can discover 

their thoughts, feelings, customs, possessions; what they buy, believes in, fear, enjoy; how they speak 

and behave behind closed doors. This vivid imagined world can quickly give the foreign reader a feel 

for the codes and preoccupations that structure a real society. 

 

POEMS IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING 

The success of poetry lessons depends upon on the teacher’s level of creativity, enthusiasm, reading 

aloud with tone variation. It should be learner-centered so the teachers should make in a way so that 

they come to know. Poetry can pave the way for the learning and teaching of basic language skills.  
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Most poetry consciously or unconsciously makes use of metaphor as one of its primary methods and 

it serves as a great source for the students to understand the author’s interpretation.The teacher when 

reading the poem aloud with tone variation, she/he can reach the students. 

 

BENEFITS OF POETRY 

ü provides readers with a different viewpoint towards language use  

ü known usages and rules of grammar, syntax and vocabulary,  

ü evokes feelings and thoughts in heart and in mind,  

Poetry is an outlet of emotions. At this stage, it can be stated that students become familiar with 

different aspects of the target language, such as stress, pitch, intonation by studying poetry. 

Moreover, poetry employs language to evoke the qualities of life. Poetry is one of the most effective 

and powerful transmitters of culture. All of these group activities develop the speaking abilities of the 

students, give importance to pronunciation practice and enhances their creative and knowledge skill. 

Teachers could indicate their errors in their act or in their pronunciation in a positive manner. 

 

ROLE OF SHORT STORIES IN LANGUAGE TEACHING 

Short fiction is a supreme resource for observing not only language but life itself. In short fiction, 

characters act out all the real and symbolic acts people carry out in daily lives, and so in a variety of 

registers and tones. 

 

BENEFITS OF SHORT STORIES 

ü makes the students’ reading task easier as it is simple and short when compared with the 

other literary genres, 

ü Illuminates the students to write short stories.  

The use of a short story seems to be a very helpful technique in today’s foreign language classes. As 

it is short, it makes the students’ reading task easier. To put it differently, students all over the world 

have experienced stories and can relate to them. Moreover, short fiction, like all other types of 

literature, makes contribution to the development of cognitive analytical abilities by bringing the 

whole self to bear on a compressed account of a situation in a single place and moment. 

 

 



                                            The Global Journal of English Studies      I      February 2016   I    Volume II, Issue I   ISSN : 2395 4795 

 

 

 

 

ROLE OF DRAMAS IN LANGUAGE TEACHING  

Using drama in a language classroom is a good resource for language teaching. It is through the use 

of drama that learners become familiar with grammatical structures in contexts and also learn about 

how to use the language to express, control and inform. The use of drama raises the students’ 

awareness towards the target language and culture. In this context, the use of drama as a tool rather 

than an end gains importance in teaching a foreign language. Learners should make use of drama to 

promote their comprehension of life experiences, reflect on particular circumstances and make sense 

of their extra linguistic world in a deeper way. 

 

BENEFITS OF DRAMA 

ü stimulates the imagination and promotes creative thinking. 

ü develops critical thinking skills. 

ü promotes language development.  

ü heightens effective listening skills. 

ü increases empathy and awareness of others. 

ü fosters peer respect and group cooperation. 

ü reinforces positive self-concept . 

ü provides teachers with a fresh perspective on teaching. 

ü  transforms the classroom strict atmosphere into a humorous atmosphere.  

In other words, the use of drama seems to be an effective technique. Particularly, teachers, who wish 

to make language learning more colourful, motivating and interesting, can make use of drama in their 

language classes. 

 

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

There are four major language skills that are used for communication. They are: listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. These skills are interrelated in various ways. For example, listening and 

speaking use the oral medium but reading and writing use the visual medium. Again, listening and 

reading are receptive skills but speaking and writing are productive skills. 
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USING LITERATURE TO TEACH LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Literature plays an important role in teaching the four basic language skills, (listening, speaking, 

reading and writing). However, when using literature in the English language classroom, language 

skills should never be taught in isolation but in an integrated way. It is advocated that teachers should 

try to teach basic language skills as an integral part of oral and written language use; as part of the 

means for creating both referential and interactional meaning, not merely as an aspect of the oral and 

written production of words, phrases and sentences. 

 

TEACHING LISTENING SKILLS THROUGH LITERATURE 

The use of literature in a language classroom can play a meaningful role in teaching listening. 

Language teachers can make listening comprehension and pronunciation interesting, motivating and 

contextualized at the upper levels by playing a recording or video of a literary work or by reading 

literature aloud themselves. Having students read literature aloud contributes to the development of 

the listening ability. 

 

TEACHING SPEAKING SKILLS THROUGH LITERATURE 

Literature texts help in improving pronunciation ability of students. Pronunciation may be the focus 

before, during, and after a reading comprehension exercise. At elementary levels for example, pupils 

should be given simplified short stories. At the advanced levels, students should be given literary 

texts, so that they can develop their literary competence in English language. This will enable the 

students to learn practically, the figurative and conventional use of the English language that occur in 

the literary texts and also encounter different genres of literature (e.g. poems, short stories, plays 

etc.). Observing how characters in a play or a short story use figures of speech, such as smile, 

metaphor and metonymy, in expressing their communicative intentions will eventually leads to fluent 

usage of the language.   

 

TEACHING THE READING SKILL THROUGH LITERATURE 

In a reading lesson, the teacher should begin discussion at the literal level with specific indication to 

the text. When the students master literal understanding, they can progress to the inferential level, 

where they must make speculations and interpretations concerning the characters, setting, and theme, 

and also identify the author's point of view. After comprehending a literary text, at the literal and 

inferential levels, students will be ready to do a collaborative work. That is to say that they should  
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share their personal evaluation of the work and their personal reactions to it: its characters, themes 

and the author's point of view. This is also the suitable time for them to share their reactions to the 

cultural issues and themes in the work. Personal evaluation of the text stimulates students to think 

imaginatively about the work and provokes their problem-solving abilities. Discussion deriving from 

such questions can be the foundation for oral and writing activities.  

 

TEACHING WRITING SKILLS THROUGH LITERATURE 

Literature can be a powerful and motivating source for teaching writing in the English language 

classroom, both as a model and a subject matter. When students use a literary text as a model, they 

try to imitate the author of the text in content, theme, organization, and style. However, when 

students use literature as a subject matter, their writings exhibit original thinking, interpretation and 

analysis. Literature houses an immense variety of themes for students to write on. 

 

THE BENEFITS OF USING LITERATURE TO TEACH THE LANGUAGE SKILLS 

Literature is a great tool to approach English language teaching and learning. However, there are 

students and teachers who consider it to be abstract or boring. The benefits of using literature to teach 

the four language skills can be seen in the  

following aspects: 

¶ Students can learn about allusions and different aspects of the English culture. 

¶ They can also learn the context and meaning of famous quotes and phrases. 

¶ Students can increase vocabulary and also decode expressions that can be used for specific 

purposes. 

¶ Through literature, students learn about their creativity and imagination, interacting with the 

text themselves and playing different literary roles. 

¶ By reading new words and new phrases, students' lexicons are increased. 

 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:  

 

There might be a variety of activities exploited from literary texts.  

1) Strong lines 

Students are required to read a short story beforehand. In the class, however, they are not allowed to 

look at the story when following this activity. 

¶ In the class, teacher asks students to have a quick look at the whole story and underline a 

strong line that is the words and expressions that they like or that disturb them.  
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¶ Divide the class into groups of three or four and ask students to share the strong lines with 

other members in their group.  

a) Storytelling: - Students are required to read the short story beforehand. - The teacher picks up 10-

15 words from the passage. Write the words (in the sequence of Occurrence in the text) on the board.  

b) Gap filling – Students are required to read the story beforehand. In the class, however, they are 

not allowed to look at the story when following this activity. - Teacher prepares another copy of the 

text in which there are some gaps for the students to fill in. The gaps can be passive vocabulary, 

adjective vocabulary, etc so that students will have a chance to revise the lexis later. - Ask students to 

fill in the gaps, exchange the answers in pair/group. - Remind them of the related grammatical focus. 

- Give them a chance to drill in the language/grammar if possible.  

c) Visual pictures: Various pictures and can trigger the imagination of the learners. An easy 

beginning is to show them the cover design of the book and ask them to say what they feel about it. 

Several other specific questions can be asked to bring out particular answers related to the society, 

people, class, country or other information.  

d) Key Words: The teacher can mention some words and phrases from the text and ask the students 

to think about them and tell their denotative meanings. The deeper connotative meaning of the words 

in relation to the text is uncovered and the students can be taught from it. This explains the use of 

words in different contexts. Gradually they can relate the words with the story itself 

e) Listing words: Different ways of listing, for example, using separate colors for nouns or verbs, or 

circling the verbs and writing them, make the students concentrate more on the words. The teacher 

writes a word on the board and asks the students to give similar or opposite words. Listing words 

according to the grammatical class of words may also help the students. 

f) Story telling with objects: Any simple object like a fork or a cup can trigger stories. Provide an 

example story with the objects—a spoon, a girl, a banana, a car and a monkey. It says that a girl had a 

spoon and a banana in her hands. A fast car passed by her. She was scared. She dropped the spoon 

and the banana. When she came back she found a monkey eating the banana with a spoon. She 

laughed at the monkey. This impromptu simple story helps the students feel confident that they can 

make stories too. So, the students can be divided into groups of four or five and made to make stories 

with objects. 

g) Reading the story aloud: Reading the text aloud helps the students to work on their 

pronunciation. Some sections of the Story was read aloud by the teachers or students.  
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CONCLUSION 

Literature provides students with an incomparably rich source of authentic materials over a wide 

range of registers. If students can have access to sufficient variety of literary materials, then they can 

effectively master English language at a high level. . Literature is not only a tool for developing the 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills of the students in English language but also a window 

opening into the English culture and helps to build up cultural competence in students. All students 

can benefit from the exposure to the Literature-based approach to teaching and learning English 

language. It is an excellent way of increasing students’ academic achievements in English language. 
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