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Abstract 

Pulitzer prize winner of the year 2000, Jhumpa Lahiriôs modern approach in her work is a strong evidence of her 

narrative style. She can be categorized as a cosmo-culture, diasporic, post colonial, marginal and a South Asian 

woman writer. In the present era, Jhumpa Lahiri focuses on the different phases faced by the different 

generations. Most of her fictions depict the feelings of the people. Her major sector of novels are related to 

isolation, alienation, identity and diaspora. óThe Namesakeô is a good example of Lahiriôs second attempt in 

which she deals with the plot of adaptation, isolation and assimilation faced by the protagonist. It is an 

autobiographical expression expressed by Gogol, the protagonist. Lahiri sketches Gogol as a six feet tall man 

with a slender body and thick brown-black hair on his cranium. He has an opposite image when his body reflects 

the mirror. His life swings like a pendulum. He is an introvert person with a sheepish character. Although, Gogol 

has an astounding family he feels isolated. But he still has hopes for assimilation and acculturation in his new 

land. Thus Gogolôs life has been sketched under a óSandwich Worldô. Thus Lahiri makes her writing unique by 

fusing her concern for the moral and psychology of the immigrants discontent. Lahiriôs work reveals her 

exemplary grasp of biculturalism and authentic grace. 

Keywords : Astounding, Exemplary, Authentic, Gogol to Nikhil 
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Diaspora : ñThe formation of a diaspora could be articulated as the quintessential journey 

into becoming; a process marked by incessant regroupings, recreations, and reiteration. 

Together these stressed actions strive to open up new spaces of discursive and per formative 

postcolonial consciousness.ò ï Okwui Enwezor  

The most prominent question must arise in every humans  mind, what is the structure of the subject 

Diaspora? What are the elements reflect the term Diaspora and what kind of investigation is to be done 

or can be profitably done? The subject  ñ Diasporaò and ñDiasporic  feelings and experienceò, which 

reflects the different sides of the coin- ñDiaspora into the country and Diaspora out of the countryò. As 

diaspora is basically an experience of dislocation and re-location. A diaspora is a large group of people 

with a similar heritage or homeland who have moved out to places all over the world. The term   

diaspora comes   from an ancient Greek word meaning ñto scatter aboutò. And thatôs exactly what the 

people of   diaspora do- they scatter from their homeland to places across the globe, spreading their 

culture as they go. The word ódiasporaô is now also used to describe any large migration of refugees, 

languages or culture. Diaspora may be defined as dispersion of people ,language, or culture that was 

formerly concentrated in one place. The search for a definition of diaspora could be complex task 

because of each individual or group of the peopleôs historical experiences and agendas are different. One 

of the foundation approaches into diaspora has been undertaken by Safron (William Safranôs typology , 

1991 ) who developed a definition using the elements of trauma, exile and nostalgia . Why the people 

going out of the country is perceived as something not so honourable as the people coming back to the 

country. Thus, America is the place where large number of the people wanted to go and  settle their life 

due to some better economical and political conditions and better way of living. The motives to move 

from their own country and settle a new life on new land in search of security and preservation of 

identity. Diasporic feelings reflects the two different sides of the coins as one side when a person 

migrate he lost something ,his home , his homeland or worse ,the motherland of which he was aware 

and he was searching for. Fulfilment is in term of finding own óHomeô .Intellectualization of 

homelessness is the reality of diasporic experience. So Diaspora is the proper term for migrant literature, 

immigrant literature and exile literature. Thus, the structure of diaspora based on the separation and this 

separation as an experiential, spiritual experiences. As Lahiri  is a second generation Diaspora writer, 

this paper portrays the character of Gogol in a colourful ways which shows the other side of Diaspora 

with the combination of isolation ,alienation but with different stokes of hues.  

Diasporic literature 

Firstly based on the idea of a homeland, a place from where the displacement occurs. Diasporic 

literature provides narratives a harsh journey due to the various reasons. Diaspora provides another  
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ñsense of placeò away from the home land. One could read and feel how the protagonist feel and behave 

in a faraway land either adopting and rejecting the ñ New  adopted cultureò. Therefore, When reading 

diasporic literature we can learn that why people choose to migrate to another country either voluntarily 

or due to other reasons, and how they live peacefully on the new adopted land, ñpeacefullyò but losing 

home and homeland. Diasporic literature may also focus and delve with the concepts of alienation, 

separation from the own culture, tradition, native languages family and the friends.   

Gogol agony of  Jhumpa Lahiri : 

The life of Gogol started with the different shades of colours, Lahiri presented the identity crisis which 

she herself had faced acutely. She contradicted the idiom ñwhatôs in a name?ò rather sheôs monopolized 

with everything that was mattered in a name. A name represented the personôs first identity. But this 

identity got a blow when it came to the second generation of Indian Diaspora. Gogol is an 

autobiographical picture of Jhumpa Lahiri herself who was born as Nilanjana Sudeshna, but had one pet 

name, Jhumpa which was found easy to pronounce by her teacher and she became Jhmpa Lahiri. She 

felt agitated whenever she was called as Jhumpa. She struggled a lot to make herself feel as American 

but she just found a half way feeling. The same feeling she put in Gogol who never liked to be called by 

his own name, the name which is not given any identity but rather for the namesake. Gogol is the agony 

of Jhumpa Lahiri. 

Gogol a variegated Vista : 

ñFanon argued that the first step for ócolonisedô people in finding a voice and an identity is to 

reclaim their own pastò (Barry 193). Identity is not just who I am. Itôs not all about the 

certain sex, race, age, job and family. These words just provide a framework within which 

oneôs identity exists. Identity is neither stable nor unitary but it is a multiple and ever 

widening.  

Variegated means different shades of the leaf, through the character of Gogol, Lahiri represents the 

different shades of the colours throughout the narrative. Only a leaf cannot give beauty to the tree but 

different shapes and sizes of the leaves which adds the beauty to the tree. Thus, Gogolôs life 

demonstrated the different shades of leaves like a rainbow in the sky.  

Green as a colour of Equilibrium, Consonance and Magnification: 

Green shade of the leaf represent the balance and  consonance. From a psychology perspective, colour 

green  is the balancer of the  heart and emotion ,creating equilibrium between the heart and the head. 

Green is also the colour of  growth , the colour of spring ,of renewal and rebirth. As in the narrative by  
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Lahiri exhibits, Ashokeôs growth on his new adopted land as a professor and, his own rebirth after the 

train accident. In the character of Gogol his name journey from Gogol to Nikhil .The colour of spring as 

a green colour which reflected in the character of Gogolôs pleasures with the different girls. The shade 

of green also renews and restores depleted energy. It is the century away from the stresses of modern 

living, restoring us back to sense of living. Green is emotionally positive colour, giving us the ability to 

love and nurture ourselves and others unconditionally, in the sketch of Ashimaôs character the colour 

green promptly emerged more efficiently where the emotion arises from the very beginning of the story 

about her feeling towards her motherland with her own family and life with husband after her marriage. 

Being the combination of yellow and blue, green encompasses the mental clarity and optimism of 

yellow with the emotional calm and insight of blue, inspiring hope and generosity of spirit not available 

from the other colours. A strong sense of right and wrong which represents through the character of 

Gogol about his idea to stick on a adopted land and makes as his own mother land, inviting good 

judgement .It sees the both sides of the equation, weigh them up ,and then takes the moral stand in 

making appropriate decisions. Green also prompts love for nature, love for family, friends and home. 

Gogol who loves his parents and his sister too and gets a great shock on his fatherôs death, even a person 

who born and brought up  on adopted land America but still lives his life with his parents accordance. 

Colour green related to stability and endurance, giving persistence and strength to cope with adversity. 

Ashoke and Gogolôs growth at the work show their prosperity, feeling of the safety on adopted land, 

America. As a person, Gogol is practical, down to earth person. He is kind ,generous, compassionate 

calm and take  control on the  situation till it gets resolved which reader can see his marriage life with 

Moushami Majmoodar. Gogolôs life is like an open book as anyone can read it very easily and so he is a 

lovemaking person. He has a strong will and is a good hearted person. At last, the most prominent 

characteristic of green colour, the colour reflect frankness and preferring peace at any cost, which can 

reflect at the end more identically as the narrative starts with Ashokeôs rebirth after his drastic train 

accident and even narrative end in the same manner of Gogolôs rebirth after his breaking of marriage 

with Moushami Majmoodar which was build on the false pillar.  

The shades of the Gogolôs span of life can be see from the different perspective too. When any source of 

light passes through  a triangular  prism the white light gets refracted in the prism and when the 

refracted rays passed out from the other side of the prism the seven colours of the rainbow are seen as 

white light dispersed and the seven colours VIBGYOR occurred . Rainbow reflectes the different shades 

in the sky and give beauty to it as the same way through the character of Gogol, Lahiri represents the 

different hues and make the narrative more colourful. The concept of VIBGYOR reflected throughout  
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the narrative. The way Lahiri describes the different colours, Colour Violet means Dark purple. hues 

evoke feeling of gloom, sadness and frustration but bright purple or violet hues suggest riches and 

royalty. The violet colour stands for the diaspora and gloomy feeling of Ashoke on the new adopted land 

America but also gets  good prestigious job which arises his standard of living, Colour purple stands for 

the beauty of the feminity too .The colour blue which indicates his birth colour as a boy in America and 

when Ashima  feeling pretty blue when she got the news of  her fatherôs death by heart attack. Green 

shades implies more on the prosperity of Gogolôs father who migrated from  India,óland of traditionô and 

worked hard as a professor in a new adopted land America  óLand of heavenô and gave privilege to his 

children Gogol and Sonia by giving birth on  óland of heavenô a place where both can live their free life 

like a bird. The colour yellow which stands for the grief and despair which Gogol faced when He sees 

his fatherôs corpse in the morgue without cloth, the pale feelings not to meet  his father in his last 

journey on the earth but constantly reminds him his identity on the earth. The colour Orange which is 

detests him like a sour burp , his name journey Gogol to Nikhil constantly throughout the narrative. The 

most romantic indication of colour Red inclines when Gogol dates with Moushami, Kim, Ruth and 

especially with Maxine. Though he gets married with Moushami  Majmoodar but  feels pleasure in the 

company with Maxine more. Lahiri exhibits the life of Gogol with different shades which reflect the 

sheepish character of Gogol more profoundly. 

Bengali Tradition: 

Though Lahiri has a good sense of Bengali tradition, she exhibits the Indian Bengali tradition more 

profoundly in her novel through the concept of eternal truth of  life. The tradition rituals at the time of 

birth,  marriage and the last journey on the earth.  óThe Namesake ,ó She focused on the ó Name 

ceremony traditionô  from the beginning of the narrative .The two name Bengali  tradition  Lahiri depicts 

through the character  of Ashima and Ashoke and later in the character of Gogol with a great extent and 

exhibits the importance of the grandparents in the life of new Bengali born baby of the particular family. 

The concept ofô wholeness óof the family reflects  in a different ways in the character of Gogol till the 

end.  Due to the Bengali family tradition he suffers with his name. The name journey of Gogol to Nikhil 

which arises prominent effect on the readers mind. Generally traditional values are related with the 

history but due to that a person who lives his life on adopted land has to suffer which can be feel as 

naked truth in the character of Gogol. The marriage ceremony of Gogol and Moushami  gives relish 

effect of Bengali marriage, Gogol wears his fatherôs punjabi kurta and Maushami in red banarasi sari. 

Lahiri portrays  the Bengali tradition of last journey of a person by giving the perfect inclination of hair  
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off on the death of any elder person of the Bengali family. Lahiri profoundly exhibits the culture and the 

value of culture which grasp of  Bi-culturalism and authentic grace. 

Aruti Nayar remarks on Jhumpa Lahiri; 

ñThough endowed with a distinct universal speech, her stories do bring out fairly 

successfully the predicament of the Indians who trapeze between and across two traditions, 

one inherited and left behind, and the other, encountered but not necessarily assimilated.ò 

Jhumpa Lahiri a diaspora  writer ,who is the writer of most outstanding novels like  óA Temporary 

Matter ó, Interpreter of Maladiesô, óA Real Darwanô ,ôThe Treatment of  Bibi  Haldar ó, óBoori Maaô, 

and her second work, óThe Namesakeô (2003) in which she deals with the theme of isolation, alienation, 

identity and diaspora. She dealt with a multiculturalism society both from óinsideô and óoutsideô seeking 

for her new identity in the adopted country. She also dealt with óacculturation ó and ócontra-acculturation 

.She more focus on new acculturate  in the new country, embracing its socio cultural values, sense of 

nostalgia for the Indian culture and sensibilities and experiences alienation and up rootedness. An 

autobiographical   expression of  Gogol  also reminded childhood of  Jhumpa Lahiri as well . The  

Namesake ,  Lahiri drew her protagonist Ashoke who emerged out of Gogolôs overcoat, a man in exile 

and   diaspora, attempting to fulfil the dream for his family. The narrative contains the story of two 

generations, Ashoke and Ashima on the one side of the coin and Gogol and Sonia on the other, and the   

life  span of thirty years. The Namesake is about the perpetual dilemma faced by the immigrants as they 

struggle to maintain their identities on their new adopted land. ñThe first generationôs story was about 

adaptation and learning culturing and also discovering new things about themselves. The second 

generation finds itself presented with two conflicting realities and cultures and sets of expectations- one 

of the host countries through the socio- cultural surroundings and the other of the home country through 

their parents.ò  (Batra 50) 

ñThe question of identity is always a difficult one but especially so far those who are 

culturally displaced, as immigrants are, or those who grow up in the two worlds 

simultaneously as is the case for their children.ò ï JHUMPA LAHIRI 

Gogol ïA Variegated Vista with theory of Psycho-analytical criticism by Sigmund Freud: 

Psycho- analytic criticism has its origin   in Sigmund Freudôs psychology. Freudôs significant 

contribution to literature and literary criticism is his concept of the óunconsciousnessô. He explained that 

manôs psyche has two parts: the conscious and the unconscious. The unconscious, for Freud, is the 

reservoir of the repressed feelings censored by the conscious. Later on, he used his ideas of the nature of 

psyche and used four technical terms: Libido, id, ego and super ego. Libido is the primary source of  
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energy and is sexual; id is the unconscious and ego is conscious personality that meditates between the 

unconscious and the super ego, conscience, which is the total sum of the social norms. 

The narrative unfolds in a nostalgic mood, Ashima, the wife of Ashoke, who was working as an English 

tutor at the age of nineteen in Culcutta. As a mother of female child her mother also called potential 

suitors for Ashima. The importance of the ó shoeô in the story of Cindrella twist and reflect the same role 

in the life of Ashima and Ashoke on their meeting with each   other. Ashima saw Ashokeôs shoes in the 

hallway, and couldnôt resist trying them on before she met him. ó Shoeô ignited the relationship between 

Ashoke and Ashima .Again shoe imposed the very important role when Ashima was at her labour for 

the first time when she stared at Ashoke polished his shoes.The unconscious mind of Ashima which is 

full of the lovable memories  she spend with her husband in her past.  A feeling of oneness perpetuated 

in her heart as now she will become a mother of her lovable husbandôs child. A sense of ówholeness as a 

womanô .On the other hand , Ashoke truly inspired by the Russian author Nikolai Gogolôs story   ñ The 

overcoatò a Russian literature  was introduced to him by his blind grandfather who worked as a victim to 

save him from death during a train accident which had occurred in Calcutta to Jamshedpur .Under the 

great influence by Ghosh, a middle age Bengali businessman to whom Ashoke met on his way to his 

destination  advised him to travel the world and  he applied for graduate school at MIT for some world 

travel  to fulfil his dream in diaspora .As turn the page into the  present ,the protagonists who lived in 

the apartment in Cambridge, Massachuate. Ashima in her advanced stage of pregnancy is eating puffed 

rice with lots of spice and lemon. Ashoke, an MIT engineer has migrated to Boston to obliterate the 

memories of a train accident he met with. Thus itôs a self impose migration  ,a diasporic feeling reflect 

in the character of Ashoke  .Ashima gave birth to a baby boy  in a country where she is related to no 

one. According to Bengali tradition both have to wait for grandmotherôs letter and till they called him 

asô babyô but according to United states rules and regulations hospital wonôt discharged the baby 

without a name. The name  just for the namesake.  The boy was named Gogol, after the name of a 

Russian writer Nikolai Gogol, who is always  associated in the memories of train accident with Ashoke. 

Like any other happy couple Ashoke  and Ashima both were eager to see the face of their first 

baby.ñWhen he looks back to the child, the eyes are open, staring up at him, unblinking as dark as the 

hair of his head. The face is transformed. Ashoke has never seen a more perfect thing. He imagines 

himself as a dark, grainy, blurry presence as a father to his son.ò  ( Lahiri 24) A feeling of displacement 

get rid of the way for few days. When they return home from hospital their landlords, Mr .and Mrs 

.Montgomery, came down stairs from their apartment to see the new born baby Gogol. She came along 

with her two daughters but she felt depressed   and overwhelmed by the burden of caring a new ones.  
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Ashima who is in her maternal stage felt independence and happy with her new born baby. She fulfilled 

all her dreams but this stage now she is not feel the agony and despair of migration as now she has her 

own baby with her ,no matter where she was and how she lived but the most prominent question arised 

as now Ashima became a mother and the feeling of mother which is out of all the diasporic and 

alienation  feelings. According to Ashima , Gogol who was the fortuitous person on the earth as he got 

an opportunity to born in a place where most people enter either to suffer or to die. Gogol-name as an 

identity: the first name given to him on his birth certificate, the place where he was born in America. 

Gogolôs first home is fully furnished apartment, ten minutes by foot to Harvard, and twenty to 

MIT.ñGogol out of the crib for his first  feeding and then for half an hour she and Ashoke lie with the 

baby in the bed between them admiring the tiny person theyôve produced.ò ( Lahiri 35) 

The whole narrative related with the journey of life of different characters  ,Indian Bengali tradition, 

months, seasons and moreover the indications of the years. The indication of months, at the time of birth 

and death, seasons followed by the years shows not only the growth of the Gogol but also the life span 

of thirty years .The feeling of the diaspora reflected in the life of Ashoke and Ashima , though they 

started their life on the land of heaven United States of America but they still followed the Indian 

Bengali tradition for the name ceremony. In the month of February Ashima and Ashoke celebrate 

Gogolôs annaprasan ,or rice ceremony   at which baby fed rice for the first time and put ballpoint pen 

and dollar bill set before him .According to  Bengali tradition  it is related with the future career. 

 The Ganguliôs shifted their house at 67 Pemberton Road ,and sometime spend their vacation on the 

North Shore of Cape Cod .Ashima again gave a birth to a female child Sonia in August 1973 ,the same 

month of Gogolôs birth after five years. Lahiri focused on different festivals like Christmas, Thanks 

giving a formal festival   as well as the importance of the Indian Bengali tradition too through the 

character of Ashoke whose life is reflected the different sides of the coin and now he started to believe 

in ó Secularismô   The variegated life of Gogol started when he attended the school where his father gave 

his name on birth certificate as Gogol Ganguli. As  an individual, Gogol, exemplifies his life of constant 

conflicts between the inner and the outer world. The psycho analytical process of conscious and 

unconsciousness identically depicted.  Gogolôs childhood passed like any other childôs and by the time 

in the High School, heôs like any other American teenager though his parents are blissfully unaware of 

it. The boy was named Gogol, but throughout the novel Gogol failed to establish his identity either as an 

American or an Indian. The sub conscious mind of Gogol always merged with the consciousness of his 

mind. The whole novel just revolved like the earth around the sun, as Gogol himself found out his own  
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identity under the created world of namesake. The place which is unknown and unfamiliar for his 

mother Ashima is now óThe Motherland  ófor him.ô Gogolôs life is like a pendulum where he could not 

adjust himself with the new name of Nikhil. A great combination of id, the  unconscious mind of Gogol 

which constantly works with name ego of consciousness. ñWhy do I have to have a new name?ò He 

asks his parents, tears springing to his eyes. It would be one thing if his parents were to call him Nikhil 

too.ò ( Lahiri 57) 

From his childhood Gogol lived a double life. The bengali tradition of two names could not satisfied  

him and constantly he felt isolated and deserted from his own birth identity. The feeling of diasporas is 

not only emerged in migration or immigration of a person but here Gogol himself migrated from his 

birth identity. A  name journey- Gogol to Nikhil which is most crucial for Gogol to face at very tender 

age. When Gogol was in the third grade , Ashoke and Ashima send him to Bengali language and culture 

lessons every other Saturday, held in the home of one of their friends. Gogol is taught to read and write 

his ancestral alphabet, which is began at the back of his thought with an unaspirated K and marches 

steadily across the roof of his mouth. The variegated visionary nature is inbuilt in his identity. Apart 

from his name and different shades of his character also depicted his regularity and willingness to learn 

Bengali culture and tradition but in his first trip to Calcutta created a great impact on his mind. under the 

sub conscious mind of Gogol certain  conscious activity emerged more profoundly.  Even though   he 

was born in Indian family but his first visit to Calcutta for eight months sketches different penumbra of 

his life. He was very much impressed by his first visit to the Taj Mahal and its gorgeous architecture. 

Gogolô s more inclined towards Gothic architecture emerged the most important element of isolation 

and alienation .He felt peace and the most important characteristic leading him to appeal  to the 

emotions, whether springing from faith or from civic pride. He has to migrated from his own motherland 

to his ancestral motherland .Gogol was not an emancipated person even not only migrated from America 

to Culcutta but also from his own private room to the sharing room in the rental apartment of their own. 

ñThey spend, eight months with their various relatives shuttling from home to home lake .They stay in 

Bollygune, Tollygunge lake Budge s ferried by end as bumpy taxi rides back and forth through the city 

.Every few weeks there is a different bed to sleep in, another family to live with, a new schedule to 

learn.ò (Lahiri 83)  

Sigmund Freud Psychosexual development also depicted through the character of Gogol, Libido ,the 

primary source of energy and part of personality consider to cause emotional and sexual desires Libido 

is the most common feelings of human nature but not acceptable for Gogol under restriction of his 

familyôs Indian mentalities . 
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Adaptation  

Which is one of the most important part of the human characteristics with the different strokes of the 

colours which tried to implied the character of Gogol so effectively  and authentically .Even though 

,Gogol studied in the High School, He did not attend any dance parties and  even not date with any girl 

,which is the most common in American culture. But he met Moushumi Majmoodar  who prefered to sit 

alone and a great fonder of reading the books. Even Gogol who was not emancipated but still he just 

stood on the trapeze between the two cultures, American tradition and Bengali tradition where he could 

not judge what is more preferable to him. The place where he was born not the place of tradition 

accordance by his parents Ashoke and Ashima and the place where he visited (Calcutta) even not 

appropriate of  his own accordance Gogol who introduced himself as ñNikhilò to a girl named Kim and 

this new name gave courage to kiss the girl. To kiss any girl  is appropriate in an Indian culture before a 

marriage? At the  one side of the coin is an acceptance and accordance with the new adopted  land 

America and on the other side a dejection of the own culture. ñ I canôt believe you kissed her, Gogol,ò 

his friends exclaim as they drive home from party.He shake his head in a daze, as astonished as they are, 

elation still welling inside him.ò It wasnôt me ,òhe nearly says.ò Ashima was not ready to accept the new 

adopted American culture of Gogolôs relationship with Ruth a Yale students also gave cultural shock to 

her ñYouôre too young to get involved this way.ò  but Gogol emancipated his mind and his more 

inclination  for acceptance of culture towards his own birth land America. In the summer of 1986, Gogol 

went to Middlesex Probate and Family Court in Boston and officially changed his name to Nikhil. As 

Nikhil, he got a fake ID to go for drinking and lost his virginity to a random girl in a bar. He stayed 

more classy with his name of Gogol. At one point, he attended a panel discussion about the novels 

written in English, where the panel members talk about   ABCD (American born confused Deshi ) 

Gogol himself confused about his Indian roots. For him C stand for ñconflicted "and  the word ñdeshiò,a 

generic word for  ñcountryman,means ñ Indian  as his parents and friends always refer India simply as 

desh. Itôs general perception as the first generation ( Ashoke and Ashima) who migrated  from their own 

birth motherland and try to adopt any other place for the better future but the second generation  (Gogol 

and Sonia)  felt confused about their Indian roots. Their life like between where they were neither ready 

to accept the new adopted culture  nor reach to the cultural  expectation of their parents. In the year 

1994, Gogol settled his life in the Big Apple where he got an cushy job at an architecture firm and living 

his life without any kind of diasporic feelings as he reflected the second generation  on new adopted 

land America. He pleasured in the company of Maxine an artsy woman and spent quality time with each 

other.òEveryone should live on their own at some point.ò( Lahiri 161 )A drastic change between  
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American point of view of living and an Indian Bengali culture ,  to meet or date a girl is against their 

culture and tradition. 

The dark cloud came into Ashimaôs life with a great disaster in her life, make her life like a barren land, 

When Ashima got the phone call from the hospital and inquired about her husbandôs condition.The last 

conversation between the submissive wife Ashima and her meek and gentle husband.   

ñIôm in the hospital,ò he tells her 

ñWhatôs happened? She turns off the whistling kettle startled, her chest tightening, terrified 

that heôs been in some sort of accident.ò 

My stomachôs been bothering me since morning.ò He tells Ashima 

ñYou óre working too hard .You are no longer a student, you know. I hope youôre not getting 

an Ulcer ,òShe said 

ñNo I hope not.ò 

ñWho drove you there?ò 

ñNo one. I óm here on my own.ò(Lahiri 164 ) 

As a parents, Ashoke and Ashima worked very hard throughout their life  to build a good future for their 

future generation but as per American tradition children just get away from the parents as they turn 18 

and start living their own life without any more concerned like in India .Even as a wife of Ashoke, 

Ashima just received the phone call to inquire about the crucial condition of her husband from the 

hospital itself and she just left the written  message in red coloured envelop for her own children. Lahiri 

depicted the inner world of the wife as after the marriage her husband and her family is everything for 

her. The feeling of captured the whole world in her fist. But the sketch of life brought the gloomy shades 

of the colour when Ashoke passed away by cardiac attack , Gogol became more liable and culpable but 

miss his family .In his sub conscious mind the image of his father always keep alive. When he saw his 

fatherôs dead body in morgue he felt heartbroken he just remembered all his days which he spend with 

his father and could not digest the eternal truth of the life.òGogol in the morgue as a sheet is pulled back 

show his fatherôs face. The face is yellow and waxy a thicken oddly bloated image. The lips, nearly 

colourless, are set in expression of uncharacteristic haughtiness. Gogol realizes his father unclothed.ò( 

Lahiri 172 ) Gogolôs conscious mind constantly work with the unconsciousness, his past life with his 

father.  

Gogol was smashed between the óSandwich worldô, felt broken hearted on his fatherôs death, a father 

who worked as a professor and gave prestigious life to live  on  the place where people suffered or  
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die..He felt that he stood on the trapeze and just stuck ,motionless, no wonder what happen in his life in 

future as being an architect but his life become ówordlessô for a moment without father hand on his 

head, but as an American citizen by birth and follower of Bengali tradition he became more practical as 

it is an inbuilt quality of Americans. 

Different shades of colour change soon and a page of life turned gently when Gogol met Moushami 

Majmoodar again after his fatherôs death who was double majored in French and Chemistry at Brown.  

She had a lot of affairs with men and especially proposed Graham. On their trip to Culcutta with 

Graham , the love affair of Graham and Moushami became a question of the argument.  Moushami who 

was a Bengali girl but kept England  alive in her subconscious mind with her childhood sweet 

memories. she also fleshed back her high school days when she and her friends had visited 

Princeton,pretending to be college students. She was also living a life of diaspora   after moving to 

America. Gogol decided to marry with her with all the Bengali tradition and rituals of marriage though 

both born n brought up in America, a land of Heaven but followed the marriage rituals as an Indian way 

a land of tradition and culture . Gogol wore his  fatherôs Punjabi top and Maushami wore traditional  sari 

and most of the preparation of marriage given to Graham. The layer of a fake mask on the face twicely 

removed from the reality of the life which implicated the diasporic feelings of the characters, what they 

want n what they get? 

ñA cake is wheeled out,ò Nikhil weds Moushami piped across his surface  ,Moushami smiles 

as she always smiles for a camera ,her mouth closed ,her head titled slightly down word and 

to the left he is aware that together he and Moushami are fulfilling a collective, deep ïseated 

desire ï because theyôre both Bengali...ò( Lahiri 224)  

Tradition and culture never dies but it passes from one generation to next. When Gogol helped Donald 

in cooking, Donald made a comment about Moushami and  Graham that made Gogol uneasy. Moushami 

received a research grant to work on her dissertation in France but reject it as she was not ready to leave 

her husband alone. But like chameleon, the shades of Moushamiôs character also changed when she met 

Dimitri and continue her relationship even after her marriage without acknowledge to Gogol .But on the 

station she confessed her affair with Dimitri to Gogol and their marriage was kaput. The  feeling of 

diaspora made Moushami to change of the relations as she is neither satisfied with her one relation 

.Moushami tried to find out the pure relation which she left out somewhere in her past life . 

In the year of 2000, Sonia, Ashima ,Ben and Gogol enjoyed their Christmas together . The unconscious 

mind of Gogol which is occupied with his fatherôs memory created a new world again after reading the 

stories of Nikolai Gogol.In earlier of the novel the story of Nikolai Gogol, ó The overcoatôwhich gave a  
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new life to Ashoke to live and at the end Lahiri  ended with the same but only the character is different.ò 

The man who gave you his name, from the man who gave you your nameò( Lahiri 288).He wondered if 

he will be married again one day, if he ever had a child to name.  The feeling of diaspora   somehow 

reflected in all the major characters of the narrative. 

The Namesake is the story of life journey of Gogol, named after the Russain writer Nikolai Gogol, 

struggling to come out with his expatriate situation, Gogol experiences all the ambivalence of his 

parents who have not yet been able to be assimilated into the new land. The narrative, however ends in 

Gogol s coping his pangs to live a new life in diaspora. The dynamics of relationships continue to puzzle 

Lahiri as the character in their multiplicity of relationships, be it from the west or the east, remain 

universally the same. However, culture and diasporas remain central concerns in the daunting novel as 

she interprets various maladies that Gogol suffered and the way he seeks remedial measures.ò Thereôs 

no such thing as a perfect name. I think that human being should be allowed to name themselves when 

they turn eighteen,ò he adds, òUntil then pronouns.ò  (Lahiri  , 245) Gogolô s instant opinion for the new 

born  baby of Donald and Astid. Gogol sum up his mind in the end of the narrative through his own 

experience, as nothing is there in name or culture specially for the new born. Let them to live like a free 

bird   rather than jolting and binding them in any kind of tradition and cultural values. The colour of the 

blood remain always same rather believe in any kind of class and colour but believe in ñHumanityò 

.With his camera,a birthday gift given by his mother he click the snaps of the people  which reflect the 

outer flashy reality but not be able to capture the real inner world of the human in diaspora. 

ñThey were things for which it was impossible to prepare but which one spent a lifetime 

looking back at, trying to accept ,interpret ,comprehend. Things that never have happened , 

that seemed out of place and wrong , these were what prevailed , what endured in the end.ò 

Jhumpa  Lahiri. 

References 

Barry, Peter. Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary And  Cultural Theory. Second                                        

sed. Chennai: T.R Publications, 2006. Print. 

Batra, Jagdish. Jhumpa Lahiriôs The  Namesake; A Critical Studyô. New Delhi: Prestige  Books, 2010. 

Das, Nigamananda: Dynamics of Culture and Diaspora in Jhumpa Lahiri. New Delhi: Adhyayan Publishers and 

distributors, 2010. Print. 

Lahari, Jhumpa. óThe  Namesakeô. Houghton Mifflin, September 2003. Print. 

Nityanandanam, Indira, (2005), Jhumpa Lahiri: The Tale of Diaspora, New Delhi: Creative     Books. Print. 


