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Abstract 

ñSurvey of Error Analysisò ï project based English Language Teaching 2. It is the part of Common Error Studies. 

This project is prepared by me and Urvi Dave.  Error Analysis is our topic for the research paper. Reason for 

choose this topic is to identify error of the students. Errors may be done by any person in the world. But major 

concern is how to rectify the errors. It presents the basics of the students. For this research paper we selected four 

sets of papers of thirty students of post-graduation level. Their grammar, vocabulary, spellings, sentence structure, 

subject content, punctuation marks, language, these all things are included in this paper. Their papers reflect their 

thinking process, logical argument, knowledge about the particular topic, attitude towards subject, etc. Error exits 

from the language. Through four skills Listening-Speaking-Reading-Writing any type of error occurs. Our 

objective for this topic is to recognize the attitude and aptitude of the students for the language. Errors of students 

presented their psychological level, language proficiency, background etc. Journey of the students to school level to 

graduation level plays a vital role in build their basic structure. ñErrorò word reflects not only the mind of the 

student but also the method of teacher. Methodology is important aspect in the process of learning. Effective style 

of the teacher can improve the confidence of the students. Because students observes all things which happens in 

surrounded by them. Major goal of this project is to find out the errors of the students which reflect the mirror 

image of their all over education. In this modern era, only education is not important but how to apply it in day to 

day life is important. Through technology also we can improve the level of students because visual images, videos, 

Power point presentations can help the learners to think beyond the imagination. Effect of native language also 

affects learnerôs writing skills. A learner learns the language from the atmosphere which is surrounded by him/her. 

So, I presented this paper for highlight the errors of the students. Major goal of this study is that from the first 

semester to third semester in Post Graduation level any improvement done or not.  

To prove my point I prepared one Google Form Test for Error Analysis and I got many responses from that. From 

this test I came to know about the reasons for errors. 
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Introduction of Error Analysis 

Error analysis studies the types and causes of language error. Error analysis was established in the 1960s 

by Stephen Pit Corder and colleagues. It is used as a way of studying Second Language Acquisition. A 

key finding of error analysis has been that many learnersô errors are produced by learners making faulty 

interferences about the rules of the new language. It is connected to the fact that it tries to gather 

knowledge of language learning processes by examining the learnerôs output. In the error analysis the 

language learning process is regarded as being influenced by the learnerôs first language, his or her 

interlanguage. In the error analysis, true errors are connected to the state of the interlanguage, or the 

learnerôs competence. 

Here are some steps to identify the errors and solution of it.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Errors are classified as to- 

1. Modality: level of proficiency in LSRW (Listening-Speaking-Reading-Writing) 

2. Linguistic levels: pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, style 

3. Form: omission, insertion, substitution 

4. Type: systematic errors/ errors in competence Vs occasional errors 

5. Cause: interference, interlanguage  

              Collecting Data 

         Identify the Errors 

          Describing the Errors 

          Explaining the Errors 

         Evaluating the Errors 
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Types of Error 

While checking the papers of the students this result came out. 

¶ Grammatical Error 

Major: 53% 

Minor: 27% 

Medium: 17% 

No Error: 3% 

 

¶ Spelling Error 

Major: 70% 

Minor: 16.66% 

Medium: 10% 

No Error: 3.34% 

 

¶ Sentence  Structure Error 

Major: 60% 

Minor: 16.66% 

Medium: 20% 

No Error: 3.34% 

 

Responses from the test: 

 

ü In Google from test one of the questions is about grammar error.  Most of the students replied 

that because of the flaw the ideas they canôt concentrate on grammar. Other reason for it is they 

know the rules of the grammar but canôt apply it in proper way.  

 

ü For the spelling errors they replied that sometimes they do not know spellings and many times it 

happens that they unconsciously done spelling errors.  

 

ü Same in the sentence error also that during exam different ideas comes in studentôs mind and 

because of these they cannot concentrate on correct sentences.   

 

Subject Content 

1. High: it means appropriate words, logical arguments, high quality thoughts, quotations and 

suitable knowledge of the subject used by the students.  

2. Medium: simple language, easy sentence structure and medium knowledge of the topic, not so 

much use of quotations are used by the students. 

3. Low: Language is poor; sentence also doesnôt make any sense, not appropriate beginning and 

ending, little knowledge of the topic.  
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Objective of the Project 

Generally it happens that we can find the level of any person through their writing. Because through their 

writing we can find x-ray image of their ideas, thoughts, attitudes towards language etc. Students have 

knowledge of subjects but they can express in writing or not, it is the main concern.  My objective 

towards this analysis is to check the level of studentôs in writing skill, to check the base of English 

language of the students, to check the ability of critical thinking, to check the art of language of the 

students.  

Methodology 

During this error analysis, we analyzed four sets of paper of 30 students in which we checked their- 

- Linguistic model (i.e. grammar, vocabulary style) 

- Modality (level of proficiency in one of the four skills i.e. writing) 

- Form (sentence structure)  

- Type (systematic error etc)  

Reasons for Error 

To prove my point I made one Google form test regarding error analysis. In this test, questions for the 

students were like, they feel fear during exam or not, their medium of school it means Gujarati or English, 

place of school it means school situated in rural area or urban area. Through these types of questions I 

found many answers which are positive.    

ü Sometimes it happens that students are frightened of exams. 

If students feel fear for exam then what is/are reasons behind it. For some extent some students 

loses their confidence and reason behind it is they feel nervousness. In test also many reasons 

came out like they have fear in the mind that, can I write full paper or not, can I express my ideas 

appropriately or not. (Response from the test) 

ü For the grammar mistake, it happens that students have the ideas but they canôt express it. They 

know the rules of the grammar but canôt use it whenever needed.  

ü  Some students are not present in the class mentally. Physically they are in the class but mentally 

they are in another world.  

Absence of mind also has many reasons-  

Many times it is happens that topic may not be interesting, teachers cannot express their thoughts well, 

may be teacher is not creative in the class and so the class becomes boring for the students, utilization of 

higher level of English by teacher, personal problems also trouble the student and so it is difficult for 

him/her to concentrate in the class. Some of the students donôt have interest in studies rather they are 

interested in other activities like Sports, Co-Curricular activities.  
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Background of the Students 

Many times it happens that from school level, basic knowledge of grammar and vocabulary is not given 

by the teachers. In graduation also, students thinks that atmosphere of college is very free and so they 

donôt take studies seriously. Even some professors are there who donôt take classes and in this way 

studies are affected. Some of the studentsô family background is not so good and so students also donôt 

take much interest in studies nor do their family members. Direct shift from a Gujarati Medium school to 

English Medium School at a higher level decreases the self confidence of the child as they feel inferior in 

comparison with the previous students of English Medium School. Due to the Grammar-translation 

method, students do not develop a habit of speaking in English and so they canôt communicate in English. 

Some students are there who have the concept clear in their mind and they present it very well but they 

are not capable of writing correct sentences and they do not give priority to spellings also. Some students 

are shy and so they hesitate to ask questions in the class or even they do not take part in the student- 

teacher interaction.  

Outcome/ Findings 

Half of the students had grammatical error as their basic concept is not clear in Grammar. This maybe 

because they are not taught well by the teachers or maybe they didnôt take grammar seriously. On the 

other hand, one or two students are there, in whose paper no grammatical errors were found. The reason 

for this is from primary level, they are in contact with advanced level of English language. Most of the 

students donôt know where to use Articles, Tenses, Verbs, Adjectives, Nouns, and Pronouns etc. Students 

donôt know when to capitalize the first alphabet of the word. Some students donôt know where and how to 

use punctuation marks. They write long sentences which even doesnôt make any sense. Majority of the 

students had error in simple spellings. This goof was made by them as most of the students ignore 

spellings as they think they are not important in writing skills. While they know that they make goofs in 

spellings, even they donôt try to improve or maybe they donôt know correct spellings. Reason for making 

these types of goofs is also that students write what they pronounce and most of them pronounce the 

words incorrectly. One more reason for this is maybe the students are not taught the dictations in their 

earlier education. On the other hand, only one or two students are there who didnôt have even a single 

spelling mistake. Reason for this maybe they are familiar with correct spellings from their elementary 

education. More than half of the students are not able to form correct sentences. This also is connected 

with grammar as they donôt concentrate on grammar and hence canôt form appropriate sentences. Some 

students know how to form correct sentences, where to use Subject, Verb and Object form but many a 

times; they do not get proper words to form the meaningful sentences.  

 

Quotation 

 

Here is my observation regarding this research paper, 

ñIn this world every person learns new things from their surrounding atmosphere and without error one 

cannot escape. Because of the errors person learns that how to correct it and it is the way to reached at the 

top level. So, error is one type of ladder to reach the destination.ò 
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óErrorô is connection and link between Success and Failure. Because whenever we start any work there is 

always some errors and through this we got some experience and then tried to improve it. But correction 

of error is very important.  

Conclusion 

Through this project, we got to know the level of language of students. There is a little improvement in 

their Writing skill from first semester to third semester. Grammatical goofs are made by majority of the 

students and most of them had poor sentence structure and answers were also not well organized. Some 

studentôs answers were very well organized and even they cannot make any single spelling mistake. 

Reason for this is medium of school. From this Google form test we got some information about their 

medium of schooling and some of them were studied in English Medium because of this they cannot 

make any mistakes. Because from the very beginning they were connected with language English.  

Experience 

In Error Analysis not only students plays a vital role but teacher also plays important role. Confidence of 

the students, student-teacher interaction, debate during class communication, method of asking question 

by teacher creates one type of healthy atmosphere in the class and impact of it come out with studentôs 

development. 

Through this project, I learnt many things. To comparing others with myself, third is that I came to learn 

new spellings etc. Some papers were so good that I got new things to know like subject content, 

philosophical ideas and so on.  
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